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• Indicate the years when the following 
countries got independence







In Politics, what is an institution?



What is an Institution?

• Rules of the game

• Any form of constraint that human beings 
devise to shape human interaction – Douglas 
North, 1990



Formal vs Informal Institutions

• Formal institutions: Rules that human beings 
devise (and record for future reference) e.g. 
electoral system

• Informal institutions: unwritten codes 
embedded in everyday social practice e.g. 
patronage; “big man” syndrome



What is a State?



What is a State?
• A collective of institutions that exerts its authority over 

people in a defined territory, either by force or through 
(implicit) contract

• A compulsory association claiming control over territories 
and the people within them (Max Weber)

• A ‘protection racket’ – it sells security in exchange for 
revenue (Charles Tilly)

• Characteristics of a state:
– Administrative/bureaucratic
– Legal
– Extractive
– Coercive



Examples of State 
Institutions/Machinery

• The Executive
• The Judiciary
• The Legislature
• The Bureaucracy
• Political system
• Electoral system
• Political party system



State as an analytical variable

• In comparative politics, you can analyse a 
state as:

– A cause of some political and economic outcomes

OR

– An effect/outcome of some political or economic 
causes 



Comparative Case Study of State 
Formation: State as an outcome

• Compare and contrast modern state 
formation in Europe and in Africa



• Effect of War on State Formation in Europe: 
Modern European state formation stems from 
inter-state wars (Charles Tilly)



Europe after the Peace of Westphalia



• State in Africa as a Colonial Project: African 
(modern) state formation stems from 
colonialism



African Polities before colonialism



‘African’ States After Colonialism



• Given the histories of European and African 
state formation, what are the differences
between African and European (modern) 
states?

• Given the histories of European and African 
state formation, what are the similarities
between African and European states?



What is Political Legitimacy?



Political Legitimacy
• Acceptability of the governors and their institutions by the 

governed

• Political legitimacy turns power into authority

• Three dimensions of legitimacy:
1. Juridical – based on established laws
2. Symbolic – based on affection, societal symbols and values
3. Instrumental – based on performance

• Can be applied at different levels, e.g. 
– Legitimacy of the state (as a collective of institutions)
– Legitimacy of the executive
– Legitimacy of the legislature…etc


